410-887-4130
410-535-1414
i 410-479-3246
410-751-3033
410-996-5445
301-934-1396
410-221-0831
301-644-5274
301-334-1658
410-588-5246
410-313-5353
410-T18-T130
301-219-3936
301-459-2144
410-758-2403
301-475-5636
410-651-1616
Talbot 410-822-0330
301-166-8222
410-6T7-4493
410-632-5033

CALL THE AUTISM

WAIVER CONTACT IN

410-887-4130
410-535-1414
410-473-3246
410-876-4431
410-996-5444
301-153-1745
410-221-0831
301-631-3367
301-334-1189
410-638-3823
410-313-1017
410-T78-7130
301-279-3930
301-459-2144

410-758-2403 x.182

301-475-4393
410-986-2044
410-822-0330
301-766-8217
410-543-6920
410-632-5033

CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
DIVISION OF WAIVER PROGRAMS AT 410-761-5220
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THE MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BAXIS OF RACE,
COLOR, SEX, AGE, NATIONAL ORIGIN. RELIGION, OR
DISABILITY IN MATTERS AFFECTING EMPLOYMENT OR
IN PROVIDING ACCESS TO PROGRAMS FOR INQUIRIES
RELATED TO DEPARTMENTAL POLICY, PLEASE CONTACT
THE EQUITY ASSURANCE AND COMPLIANCE BRANCH,
VOICE +10-767-0433, TTY TDD 410-333-30435, OR FAX
A40-767-0431.

IN ACCORDANCE wWirH THE AMERICANS WITH

DISABILITY ACT (ADA) THIS DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE -
IN ALTERNATIVE FORMATS, UPON REQUEST. CONTACT

THE DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION EARLY
INTERVENTION SERVICES. MARYLAND STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AT VOICE 410-767-0249,
TTY TDD 410-333-0731, OR FAX 410-333-58165.

THIiS INFORMATION IS COPYRIGHT FREE. READERS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO (OPY AND SHARE IT BUT PLEASE
CREDIT THE DIVISION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION EARLY
INTERVENTION SERVICES, MARYLAND STATE
DEFPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

THE MARYLAND STATE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL EDUCATION/

Divisional and State Interagency Support Branch/
Health Related Resources
200 W. Baltimore Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Phone: 410-767-1446
Fax: 410-333-0298
TTY/TDD: 410-333-0731
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Basic Questions and Answers




Medical Assistance
Medical
istance Waivers

‘What is a Medical Assistance Waiver?

Medical Assistance is a partnership between
the Federal Government and a State to provide
medical care to individuals and families
who meet certain income guidelines or have
certain disabilities. @A Medical Assistance
waiver is approved by the Federal govern-
ment and allows a State to operate under spe-
cial rules and regulations instead of usnal
Medicaid requirements. Waiver programs
help an eligible person to receive services in
the home and in the community rather than in
an institution. Income eligibility guidelines
relate only to the individual applying for the
waiver and do not consider the family’s in-
come. Waiver programs vary by State, type of
program within a State, the eligibility require-
ments and package of services. The number of
people served and monies available also may

vary.

What is special about Maryland’s Home and
Community Based Services Waiver for Chil-
dren with Autism Spectrum Disorder?

e Services include:
Intensive Individnal Support
Services
Residential Habilitation

Respite Care
Supported Employment assistazre
» Limited enrollment: There
are a specific number of “slots” each year.

h Maryland’s Home and Community Based

Who is eligible for the Autism Waiver?

Eligibility is determined by:

o Technical guidelines stating thata child

must be a Maryland resident, aged 1

through 21, diagnosed with an Autism

Spectrum Disorder (DSM-1V,

299.00/299.80) and, if younger thamn 3

years of age, have an Individualized Fam-

ily Sexvice Plan (IFSP) or, if older than 3

years of age through the end of the school

year that the child turns 21, have an Indi-
vidualized Education Program (IEP) with
more than 12 hours per week of special
education and related services. A child
currently enrolled in another Medicaid

‘Waiver must choose to be enrolled in the

one best suited to the needs of the child

and family.

s Medical criteria include basic and func-
tional activities of daily living and mal-
adaptive behaviors which meet the criteria
for an institutional level of care but instead
may be addressed in the home and com-
munity through waiver services.

e Financial requirements are applied only
to the child, considered a family of one,
who must meet certain income and re-
sources criteria.

What should I do if I think my child would
be eligible for the Autism Waiver but all the
*slots” are full?

‘The Waiver sexves 900 children annually.
Every July 1lst a number of slots become
available through attrition. Those slots will
be offered on a first come, first sexrved basis
from children listed on the Registry.

THE WAIVER IS CLOSED, CALIL:
THE AUTISM WAIVER REGISTRY
1-866-417-3480 (TOLL FREE)
The Statewide Registry will notify you when you
can apply for an available siot.

Autism Waiver Program

What steps should a parent/guardian take to
enroll their child in the Autism Waiver?

e (Call the local school system if the child is age
3 or older, or the early intervention agency
if younger than three, to speak to the Autism
Waiver contact. If unable to reach the local
contact, call the Antism Waiver Specialist at
the Maryland State Department of Education
(MSDE).* .

¢ Meet with the child’s assigned service coor-
dinator to complete the financial eligibility
form.

» Contribute to the development of a Level of
Care, to be signed by a Maryland licensed
psychologist or certified school psychologist.
s Attend a muiltidisciplinary team meeting to
develop a Plan of Care.

How will the parent/guardian know when the
child is enrclled in the autism waiver?

Technical and medical information is forwarded
to MSDE and then to the Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene to be linked to financial
eligibility. The parent is notified by the State
when the child is eligible.

Parents/ guardians may appeal the findings
through DHMH.
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